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Lifelong passion for butterflies
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La peche miraculeuse, Izu, Japon 1939 
(The Miraculous Catch, Izu, Japan)

Review



A lifelong passion for 
butterflies

蝶への情熱収集
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Big life changes in the early 1920’s

• Jacoulet’s father in French army in WW1. Gassed at 
Verdun in 1918, dies in Japan in 1921

• Jacoulet takes job at French Embassy in 1920

• Jacoulet’s mother returns to France after Father ’s 
death
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Jacoulet was born in 1896. Why does his tombstone say 1902?
U3A  Term 3  Week 6 9



Embassy years (1921-1928)
• Takes job in French Embassy as secretary and interpreter after 

father’s death.

•  Busy social life and interest in Japanese arts, esp kabuki, joruri, 
uki-yo-e

• Mother is away in France for 7 years, returning from France married 
to a young Japanese doctor. The couple moves to Korea and 
provides Jacoulet with financial support until her death in 1940. 

• 1923 Tokyo Earthquake is life-changing event.  
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Seoul 1934 Mother & stepfather
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Father’s departure for WW1 meant difficult financial times for Jacoulet and his mother. He 
takes job as secretary & interpreter at the French Embassy in Tokyo

Paul Claudel, (1868-1955), 
French poet, playwright, and French 

ambassador to Japan



Coming of age in the Taisho Era Japan (1912-
1926) 

大正日本の青年 
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Japan’s modernist Jazz Age, an age of ero-guro-
nansensu — (eroticism, grotesquerie, nonsense). 

Ginza, c 1920

Taisho Era Japan

Taisho Period  1912-1926

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As in many parts of the West, the 20's were a time of cultural and social ferment in Japan
 西洋諸国と同様、20 年代は日本でも文化的、
社会的に隆盛を極めた時代でした。

Jacoulet was 16  when the Taisho era started
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“Tokyo Musicale” music group. 1922   
26 yrs old

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
。
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Ian Fairweather  c. 1970Paul Jacoulet   undated



Great Kanto Earthquake, Tokyo 
1923

関東大震災

Shimbashi Station, Tokyo 
新橋駅,東京
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Although the Taisho era ended in 1926. The end of the liberal open society can be marked by the Great Kanto Earthquake that leveled Tokyo in 1923. 

Jacoulet was 27 at the time



The 1923 Earthquake as an Omen
 

"'... the earthquake showed me how I should live my 
life。 From now on it would be nihonga, gidayu, and 
the collection of butterflies from around the world.“

Oral recollection attributed to Jacoulet,
Numazu City Museum of History and Folklore, 1997 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Oral recollection attributed to Jacoulet,
Numazu City Museum of History and Folklore, 1997 

--ジャクレーによる口述記憶
沼津市歴史民俗資料館 1997 



Travels around the Japanese empire (1929-1935)

• Travelled around Micronesia from 1929-1932

• Mother encourages and pays for travel

• One of the few Westerners to visit Micronesia. Produced a record of peoples, 
customs and cultural, most lost. 

• Also visits Manchuko (Manchuria), China, and Korea to visit mother. 

• Meets Louis Rah, who along with his brother Jean-Baptise becomes lifelong 
assistants to Jacoulet in Japan. Late in life Jacoulet adopts a daughter of Jean-
Baptise. Therese Inagaki is an artist still living in Tokyo.
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2007



Why the South Seas?

U3A  Term 3  Week 6 20

Regularly attributed to frail health

He said it was Gauguin and more personal reason.



Rubinstein DH 2007 - Paul Jacoulet's vision of Micronesia. University of Guam 
exhibition catalog.pdf
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Rubinstein DH 2007 - Paul Jacoulet's vision of Micronesia. University of Guam exhibition catalog.pdf

U3A  Term 3  Week 4 22



U3A  Term 3  Week 4 23

Rubinstein, 2007 p11 Mr Pierre Nedelec and His Granddaughter 
Liwan Hartmann, Truk. Watercolour. 1929
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South Sea 
destinations  

南洋の目的地 

1929-32

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1930 年代初頭、ジャクレーは日本の委任統治領である南洋を旅し、スケッチや水彩画で住民や風景を捉えました。

In the early 1930's Jacoulet travelled across Japan's South Seas Mandate, capturing the inhabitants and scenery in sketches and watercolors. 
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Saipan, 1930



Marianas, Guam

マリアナ諸島のチャモロ
族
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Gregorio Sablan family 1930
Chamorro family Jacoulet stayed 
with.

Miss Rita Sablan Diaz, 1934



Rainbow Series cover, 1934

Violet Red Yellow

Orange Green Blue

Portrait of a Chammoro Woman series aka Rainbow Series

Indigo
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Marianas, Saipan

The young girl of Saipan, 1934
Basilio, young boy of Saipan, 1934 My friend Francesoco Ogarto 1935



Yap, West Carolines

Belle du village de Tomi, Yap 1930 
watercolourPhoto c 1930 by Missionary Wilhelm 

Siemer



Yap, West Carolines

Amoreux A Tarang. Yap, Ouest 
Carolines, 1935
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Yap



Ponape

U3A  Term 3  Week 6 34



East Carolines

U3A  Term 3  Week 6 35
The sorrows of love, 1940, Kusaei The yellow-eyed boys, 1940,  Ohlol
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Chuuk/Truk
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Palau/Anguar
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Menado, 
Celebes 
(Sulawesi)
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2024-25 display



Week 6 wrap up
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